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Red crab tide: Tuna crabs washing up
on Monterey beaches
By Amy McDermott

Monterey County Herald
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Fernando Montanari shoots a photo of his girlfriend Gabrielle Teixeira, both of Brazil, holding a dead tuna crab that washed up on
Asilomar State Beach in Pacific Grove on October 7, 2015. (David Royal - Monterey Herald) ( David Royal )

Pacific Grove - Bright red tuna crabs, or pleuroncodes planipes, are washing up on local

beaches.

Spanish Bay and Asilomar are sprinkled with their crimson corpses. The crabs are more

common farther south. They've carpeted beaches in San Diego and Orange County this

summer, but their last major stranding here was in 1983.

Pebble Beach resident Marie Minarik says she walks along Asilomar State Beach every day,

but has never seen the crabs here before.

"Just yesterday was the first time," she said Wednesday, lifting her woven sun hat and

pointing toward a handful of the finger-length scarlet crustaceans, tangled in a mass of kelp.

"To me they look almost like a cross between a shrimp and a lobster."

Weather: San Jose, CA | Now: 49° | High: 57°  | Low: 40°  | 5-Day Forecast

MY TOWN
Newsletters | Digital Access 99¢ | Customer Care

Search GoGo

Autos | Real Estate | Jobs

Holiday retail sales expected to be strong

MORE VIDEOS:

Boy hiccups through Australian national
anthem at baseball game
Press Association

Robots gather for the 2015 World
Conference
ITN

Firefighters save rescue pup from frozen
Minnesota lake
Buzz60

To view this page ensure that Adobe Flash Player
version 10.2.0 or greater is installed.

Live blog: Warriors shoot for history, lead LakersLive blog: Warriors shoot for history, lead Lakers

News Sports Business Entertainment Lifestyle Opinion My Town Tech Marketplace Tools

http://www.mercurynews.com/weather
http://www.mercurynews.com/weather
http://www.mercurynews.com/weather
http://www.mercurynews.com/weather
http://www.mercurynews.com/weather
http://www.mercurynews.com
http://direct.mercurynews.com/mrc/mrcreg.action
https://myaccount.mercurynews.com/dssSubscribe.aspx
https://myaccount.mercurynews.com/
http://www.norcaldrives.com
http://realestate.mercurynews.com/
http://www.mercurynews.com/jobs
http://www.mercurynews.com/news
http://www.mercurynews.com/sports
http://www.mercurynews.com/business
http://www.mercurynews.com/entertainment/
http://www.mercurynews.com/bay-area-living
http://www.mercurynews.com/opinion
http://www.mercurynews.com/my-town
http://www.siliconvalley.com/
http://marketplace.bayareanewsgroup.com/marketplace/
http://www.mercurynews.com/business/ci_29146169/wolverton-holiday-list-tech-lovers?source=top_stories_bar
http://www.mercurynews.com/business/ci_29146169/wolverton-holiday-list-tech-lovers?source=top_stories_bar
http://www.mercurynews.com/business/ci_29162299/holiday-retail-sales-expected-be-strong-even-without?source=top_stories_bar
http://www.mercurynews.com/business/ci_29162299/holiday-retail-sales-expected-be-strong-even-without?source=top_stories_bar
http://www.mercurynews.com/giants/ci_29161656/willie-mays-gets-presidential-medal-freedom-from-obama?source=top_stories_bar
http://www.mercurynews.com/giants/ci_29161656/willie-mays-gets-presidential-medal-freedom-from-obama?source=top_stories_bar
http://www.mercurynews.com/bay-area-news/ci_29162048/needy-families-3-000-strong-get-bounty-thanksgiving?source=top_stories_bar
http://www.mercurynews.com/bay-area-news/ci_29162048/needy-families-3-000-strong-get-bounty-thanksgiving?source=top_stories_bar
http://www.mercurynews.com/crime-courts/ci_29160111/campbell-car-chase-ends-arrest-3-suspects-by?source=top_stories_bar
http://www.mercurynews.com/crime-courts/ci_29160111/campbell-car-chase-ends-arrest-3-suspects-by?source=top_stories_bar
http://www.mercurynews.com/marcus-thompson/ci_29153312/thompson-warriors-arent-just-15-0-theyre-better?source=top_stories_bar
http://www.mercurynews.com/marcus-thompson/ci_29153312/thompson-warriors-arent-just-15-0-theyre-better?source=top_stories_bar
http://www.mercurynews.com/entertainment/ci_29160454/review-good-dinosaur-is-beautiful-sweet-and-mostly?source=top_stories_bar
http://www.mercurynews.com/entertainment/ci_29160454/review-good-dinosaur-is-beautiful-sweet-and-mostly?source=top_stories_bar
http://www.mercurynews.com/sal-pizarro/ci_29160804/pizarro-reservation-system-aims-ease-lines-at-vasonas?source=top_stories_bar
http://www.mercurynews.com/sal-pizarro/ci_29160804/pizarro-reservation-system-aims-ease-lines-at-vasonas?source=top_stories_bar
http://www.mercurynews.com/crime-courts/ci_29160348/gilroy-four-female-victims-stabbed-large-clash-police?source=top_stories_bar
http://www.mercurynews.com/crime-courts/ci_29160348/gilroy-four-female-victims-stabbed-large-clash-police?source=top_stories_bar
http://www.mercurynews.com/san-mateo-county-times/ci_29152208/san-mateo-county-mail-voting-experiment-boosts-turnout?source=top_stories_bar
http://www.mercurynews.com/san-mateo-county-times/ci_29152208/san-mateo-county-mail-voting-experiment-boosts-turnout?source=top_stories_bar
http://www.mercurynews.com/business/ci_29160053/list-major-stores-open-thanksgiving-or-black-friday?source=top_stories_bar
http://www.mercurynews.com/business/ci_29160053/list-major-stores-open-thanksgiving-or-black-friday?source=top_stories_bar
http://www.mercurynews.com/michelle-quinn/ci_29156609/quinn-women-changing-silicon-valley-from-top?source=top_stories_bar
http://www.mercurynews.com/michelle-quinn/ci_29156609/quinn-women-changing-silicon-valley-from-top?source=top_stories_bar
http://www.mercurynews.com/scott-herhold/ci_29155671/herhold-palo-alto-suicides-atlantics-take?source=top_stories_bar
http://www.mercurynews.com/scott-herhold/ci_29155671/herhold-palo-alto-suicides-atlantics-take?source=top_stories_bar
http://www.mercurynews.com/bay-area-living/ci_29156986/devils-slide-military-bunker-ghostly-reminder-world-war?source=top_stories_bar
http://www.mercurynews.com/bay-area-living/ci_29156986/devils-slide-military-bunker-ghostly-reminder-world-war?source=top_stories_bar
http://www.mercurynews.com/marcus-thompson/ci_29156980/thompson-curry-not-kobe-now-nbas-chief-assassin?source=top_stories_bar
http://www.mercurynews.com/marcus-thompson/ci_29156980/thompson-curry-not-kobe-now-nbas-chief-assassin?source=top_stories_bar
http://www.mercurynews.com/business/ci_29146169/wolverton-holiday-list-tech-lovers?source=top_stories_bar
http://www.mercurynews.com/business/ci_29146169/wolverton-holiday-list-tech-lovers?source=top_stories_bar
http://www.mercurynews.com/business/ci_29162299/holiday-retail-sales-expected-be-strong-even-without?source=top_stories_bar
http://www.mercurynews.com/business/ci_29162299/holiday-retail-sales-expected-be-strong-even-without?source=top_stories_bar
/warriors/ci_29161069?utm_source=redbar
/portlet/article/html/imageDisplay.jsp?contentItemRelationshipId=7127668
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/04/02/food-subscription-gourmet_n_5072089.html?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=CPC&utm_campaign=promotedcontent
http://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/clk/291347059;118559440;m?http://www.eliomotors.com/technology-tell-we-lay-eyes-on-the-elio-at-ny-international-auto-show/?utm_campaign=elio-launch&utm_medium=contentsyn&utm_source=outbrain&utm_content=firstlookdesktop&utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=Desktop Traffic&utm_campaign=Desktop Traffic
http://snip.ly/Nfhp
http://www3.forbes.com/business/15-new-cars-to-avoid/?utm_campaign=cars-to-avoid&utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=39856498&utm_term=248358
http://www.lonny.com/Howard+Hughes's+Former+Summer+Home+on+Lake+Tahoe?utm_source=outb&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Outb-LN-US-Desktop-Specials-Home-Howard-Hughes
http://www.yourdailydish.com/galleries/stars-who-died-too-young/?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=248358&utm_content=44939535&utm_campaign=Outbrain_SDTY
http://www.adobe.com/go/getflashplayer
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29980496&trackingGroup=90757&widgetId=25475&playlistId=507&siteSection=mercury2slider_nws_non_fro&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.mercurynews.com%252Fcentral-coast%252Fci_28940669%252Fred-crab-tide-tuna-crabs-washing-up-monterey
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29986244&trackingGroup=90757&widgetId=25475&playlistId=507&siteSection=mercury2slider_nws_non_fro&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.mercurynews.com%252Fcentral-coast%252Fci_28940669%252Fred-crab-tide-tuna-crabs-washing-up-monterey
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29986007&trackingGroup=90757&widgetId=25475&playlistId=507&siteSection=mercury2slider_nws_non_fro&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.mercurynews.com%252Fcentral-coast%252Fci_28940669%252Fred-crab-tide-tuna-crabs-washing-up-monterey
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29986340&trackingGroup=90757&widgetId=25475&playlistId=507&siteSection=mercury2slider_nws_non_fro&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.mercurynews.com%252Fcentral-coast%252Fci_28940669%252Fred-crab-tide-tuna-crabs-washing-up-monterey
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29982320&trackingGroup=90757&widgetId=25475&playlistId=507&siteSection=mercury2slider_nws_non_fro&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.mercurynews.com%252Fcentral-coast%252Fci_28940669%252Fred-crab-tide-tuna-crabs-washing-up-monterey
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29983036&trackingGroup=90757&widgetId=25475&playlistId=507&siteSection=mercury2slider_nws_non_fro&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.mercurynews.com%252Fcentral-coast%252Fci_28940669%252Fred-crab-tide-tuna-crabs-washing-up-monterey
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29980496&trackingGroup=90757&widgetId=25475&playlistId=507&siteSection=mercury2slider_nws_non_fro&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.mercurynews.com%252Fcentral-coast%252Fci_28940669%252Fred-crab-tide-tuna-crabs-washing-up-monterey
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29986244&trackingGroup=90757&widgetId=25475&playlistId=507&siteSection=mercury2slider_nws_non_fro&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.mercurynews.com%252Fcentral-coast%252Fci_28940669%252Fred-crab-tide-tuna-crabs-washing-up-monterey
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29982320&trackingGroup=90757&widgetId=25475&playlistId=507&siteSection=mercury2slider_nws_non_fro&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.mercurynews.com%252Fcentral-coast%252Fci_28940669%252Fred-crab-tide-tuna-crabs-washing-up-monterey
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29983036&trackingGroup=90757&widgetId=25475&playlistId=507&siteSection=mercury2slider_nws_non_fro&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.mercurynews.com%252Fcentral-coast%252Fci_28940669%252Fred-crab-tide-tuna-crabs-washing-up-monterey
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29980496&trackingGroup=90757&widgetId=25475&playlistId=507&siteSection=mercury2slider_nws_non_fro&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.mercurynews.com%252Fcentral-coast%252Fci_28940669%252Fred-crab-tide-tuna-crabs-washing-up-monterey
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29986244&trackingGroup=90757&widgetId=25475&playlistId=507&siteSection=mercury2slider_nws_non_fro&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.mercurynews.com%252Fcentral-coast%252Fci_28940669%252Fred-crab-tide-tuna-crabs-washing-up-monterey
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29986007&trackingGroup=90757&widgetId=25475&playlistId=507&siteSection=mercury2slider_nws_non_fro&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.mercurynews.com%252Fcentral-coast%252Fci_28940669%252Fred-crab-tide-tuna-crabs-washing-up-monterey
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29986340&trackingGroup=90757&widgetId=25475&playlistId=507&siteSection=mercury2slider_nws_non_fro&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.mercurynews.com%252Fcentral-coast%252Fci_28940669%252Fred-crab-tide-tuna-crabs-washing-up-monterey
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29982320&trackingGroup=90757&widgetId=25475&playlistId=507&siteSection=mercury2slider_nws_non_fro&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.mercurynews.com%252Fcentral-coast%252Fci_28940669%252Fred-crab-tide-tuna-crabs-washing-up-monterey
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29983036&trackingGroup=90757&widgetId=25475&playlistId=507&siteSection=mercury2slider_nws_non_fro&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.mercurynews.com%252Fcentral-coast%252Fci_28940669%252Fred-crab-tide-tuna-crabs-washing-up-monterey
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29980496&trackingGroup=90757&widgetId=25475&playlistId=507&siteSection=mercury2slider_nws_non_fro&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.mercurynews.com%252Fcentral-coast%252Fci_28940669%252Fred-crab-tide-tuna-crabs-washing-up-monterey
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29986244&trackingGroup=90757&widgetId=25475&playlistId=507&siteSection=mercury2slider_nws_non_fro&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.mercurynews.com%252Fcentral-coast%252Fci_28940669%252Fred-crab-tide-tuna-crabs-washing-up-monterey
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29986007&trackingGroup=90757&widgetId=25475&playlistId=507&siteSection=mercury2slider_nws_non_fro&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.mercurynews.com%252Fcentral-coast%252Fci_28940669%252Fred-crab-tide-tuna-crabs-washing-up-monterey
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29986340&trackingGroup=90757&widgetId=25475&playlistId=507&siteSection=mercury2slider_nws_non_fro&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.mercurynews.com%252Fcentral-coast%252Fci_28940669%252Fred-crab-tide-tuna-crabs-washing-up-monterey


A man walks by dead tuna crabs washed up on
Asilomar State Beach in Pacific Grove on October 7,
2015. (David Royal - Monterey Herald) ( David Royal )
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Native to Baja and the Gulf of California, red

tuna crabs spend their lives drifting en masse

in the water column offshore. Generally,

Monterey is too cold for them. But during El

Niño Southern Oscillation (ENSO) events,

warm water moves unusually far north,

bringing the crabs up with it. ENSO is an

irregularly periodical climate change caused by

variations in sea surface temperatures over the

tropical eastern Pacific Ocean.

"Knowing that El Niño was coming our way, we were just waiting to see if they would make it

this far up the coast," said Jim Covel of the Monterey Bay Aquarium.

He cautioned that the red crabs' arrival may not imply anything about the strength of this

year's El Niño and associated winter storms. While a mass of warm water was predicted to

move up the coast, weather patterns are much harder to anticipate, he says.

For the ill-fated crustaceans, washing up in Monterey could become commonplace if warm

water like the blob, which stretches from California into the Gulf of Alaska, sticks around in

the North Pacific.

"With the blob here it may mean red crabs can find comfortable water much further north

than Monterey," says Covel.

For now, the crabs are unusual heralds of our winter season. They are completely harmless,

although you shouldn't eat them, and provide an important food source to seabirds, fish,

dolphins and even whales.

Luckily, they are "probably not the kind of thing to draw sharks or other big predators,"

Covel said. "It might be kind of fun to actually swim through some masses in the water. If the

crabs are there it means the water is warm, so it might be a good time to go swimming."

POPULAR HOUR NEWS SPORTS BIZ A&E LIFE

Search by keyword or Zip

San Jose Local Guide

Featured Businesses

Beach Blanket Babylon
Almaden Medical Market
Hillbrook School
San Jose State Football
Atlas Trillo Heating & Air Conditioning

Search for a business



Add your business here +

MOST
POPULAR

Seasonal workers flock to California to process
marijuana

Tesla rolls out options and prices for Model X

Family will fly free for life after $170M purchase on
American Express black card

TV Buying Guide: Get out tape measure before
shopping

Wolverton: A holiday list for tech lovers

» More most-popular business stories

Find San Jose Attractions  

/portlet/article/html/imageDisplay.jsp?contentItemRelationshipId=7127669
/portlet/article/html/imageDisplay.jsp?contentItemRelationshipId=7127670
/popular
http://www.mercurynews.com/business/ci_29155561/seasonal-workers-flock-california-process-marijuana?source=most_viewed
http://www.mercurynews.com/business/ci_29156957/tesla-rolls-out-options-and-prices-model-x?source=most_viewed
http://www.mercurynews.com/business/ci_29155117/family-will-fly-free-life-after-170m-purchase?source=most_viewed
http://www.mercurynews.com/business/ci_29155613/tv-buying-guide-get-out-tape-measure-before?source=most_viewed
http://www.mercurynews.com/business/ci_29146169/wolverton-holiday-list-tech-lovers?source=most_viewed
/popular#popularbysection_business
http://mylocal.mercurynews.com/
http://mylocal.mercurynews.com/san-francisco-CA/arts-and-entertainment/entertainment-groups/Beach-Blanket-Babylon-415-421-4222
http://mylocal.mercurynews.com/san-jose-CA/medical/medical-equipment/Almaden-Medical-Market-408-266-2369
http://mylocal.mercurynews.com/los-gatos-CA/education/private-school/Hillbrook-School-408-356-6116
http://mylocal.mercurynews.com/san-jose-CA/recreation/sports-club/San-Jose-State-Football-408-924-7589
http://mylocal.mercurynews.com/san-jose-CA/services/heating-and-air-conditioning/Atlas-Trillo-Heating-and-Air-Conditioning-408-286-8931
http://mylocal.mercurynews.com/#add_business


MORE FROM THE WEB YOU MIGHT ALSO LIKE

Dead tuna crabs sit amongst kelp washed up on Asilomar State Beach in Pacific Grove on October 7, 2015. (David Royal - Monterey
Herald) ( David Royal )
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